
FSMC Professional Standards 
 
 
FSMC Employees Professional Standards 
 
Federal Register Vol. 80, No. 40, dated March 2, 2015, referred to as the “Final Rule,” 
establishes minimum professional standards for school nutrition personnel who manage 
and operate the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. In the Final 
Rule, the following definitions are established: 
 

1. School Nutrition Program Director. The school nutrition program director is 
any individual directly responsible for the management of the day-to-day 
operation of school food service for all participating schools under the jurisdiction 
of the school food authority. 

 
2. School Nutrition Program Manager. The school nutrition manager is any 

individual directly responsible for the management of the day-to-day operation of 
school food service for a participating school(s). 

 
3. School Nutrition Program Staff. School nutrition program staff are those 

individuals, without managerial responsibilities, involved in day-to-day operations 
of school food service for a participating school(s). 

 
The Final Rule establishes that these definitions apply to the function/role rather than 
the specific title within the school food service structure, and that the definitions apply 
whether or not the school food service is operated by an FSMC. Therefore, as of the 
effective date of this contract, the minimum professional standards established by the 
Final Rule, and described therein, shall apply to FSMC staff performing any of the 
duties described above. 
 
The FSMC shall only place staff for work in the school district that meet the minimum 
professional standards outlined in Title 7, Code of Federal Regulations (7 CFR), Section 
210.30, which can be viewed at the following Web page: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/profstandards_flyer.pdf.  
 

 The SFA shall ensure that all staff the FSMC proposes for placement meet the 
minimum professional standards. 

 
 The FSMC shall ensure their employees take the required annual training as 

outlined in the professional standards and provide certification of such training to 
the SFA. The FSMC shall remove from the SFA premises any staff who fail to 
take the required annual training. 

 
 The FSMC shall provide the SFA with a list of proposed employees and evidence 

that they meet the professional standards. 
 


